About

Summer Excavation
2017

The excavation will take place over the weekend of 15th - 16th July. It will be a two-day
training programme that will focus on the techniques and skills of excavation, giving
participants a taste of what real “digs” are like and preparing them to make a good
impression on any future sites that they might be involved with.
During the weekend we will also have some fun building an Anglo-Saxon turf and stone bread
oven before making our own Anglo-Saxon and Viking bread and baking it, we hope, in our
new oven. For those of you who remember it, we can compare the results with the Iron Age
bread oven we built a few years ago.

Venue

We are particularly excited to announce that this year’s training course will once again take
place in the grounds of Hardwick Court Farm – a fascinating and mostly unexplored site that
we were the first to start excavating over the last couple of years.

The site was first established in the Saxon period along the main Saxon road to Chertsey and
was held by Chertsey Abbey until the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIII. The farm
was then taken by the Crown but was later confiscated by the victorious Parliamentarians
following the English Civil War. After the Restoration of the Monarchy, the farm was returned
to the Royal Family, was presented by Charles II to his wife and remained in Royal ownership
until Georgian times. There is a fabulous 15th Century tithe barn next to the excavation site
which housed the Manorial Court. Who knows what we may find during our digging?!

Important Information

Both days of the course will run from 10am until 4:30pm. All you need to bring is a packed
lunch and lots of enthusiasm! We will offer refreshments and snacks throughout the day.
Please come appropriately attired for the dig, i.e. old clothes that you don’t mind getting a bit
of mud on, sturdy shoes and a waterproof in case of showers.
The cost for the whole weekend is only £25. If you are only able to make one day of the
excavation there is a reduced rate of £20.
Please note that we will need to know by Monday 10th July if you would like to attend – we
will need a minimum number of 12 participants for the course to be viable and need to know
final numbers in advance in order to plan materials. We hope to see you there.
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